EPILOGUE
seen in 1890, when the first man rose from the ground in this
fashion. It had improved until recently flight had extended
from a few yards to eleven miles. But this crossing of the
Channel marked a new epoch
In 1910 the Union of South Africa was proclaimed, and the
states composing that Union, including the former Boer re-
publics, became an independent nation on the same footing as
the other Dominions—that is, accepting the titular supremacy
of the British Crown. On May 6 of the same year King
Edward VII died at the age of 68 years and 179 days, having
reigned 9 years and 104 days. His son succeeded under the
title of King George V, being forty-five years of age.
In 1911 a further step towards the organization of the pro-
letarian mass of the people under state control was proposed to
become law. By this scheme the wages of a large proportion
of the proletariat were taxed with the purpose of creating an
insurance fund against sickness. The capitalist or employer
was also taxed to contribute to this fund; the state made a
further contribution at the expense of the general taxpayers of
the country. The Bill became law at the end of the year, on
December 16. The principle was later applied to insurance
against unemployment.
In 1912 a war broke out in the Balkans between Bulgaria,
Serbia, Greece, and Montenegro on the one hand and Turkey
on the other. This was the beginning of the conflicts which
ended two years later in the Great European War. The first
shot was fired by Montenegro, which had been the first state
to declare war against Turkey, but already the German Empire
under Prussia was taking measures in case of war between itself
and its allies on the one hand and the Russian Empire on the
other, to which measures the French replied by extending the
term of their military service. The probability of conflict was
increased by an acceptation in the spring of this year, 1913, of
a French protectorate by the Sultan of Morocco. The Germans
had previously entered a vigorous protest against this approach-
ing arrangement which would debar them from yet another
field of colonial expansion. The coast of Morocco opposite
Gibraltar, including the town of Tangiers, was left under inter-
national control, and a broad belt of territory, made through
English influence a Spanish protectorate, cut off French Morocco
from the Mediterranean.
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